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&Acts  Facts

PRESIDENT BAKER SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETES MARATHON ON 6TH CONTINENT:  
After completing marathons on six continents, enduring almost three weeks of bitter cold in Antarc-
tica, OU President, Dr. Delbert Baker, is back to work in the more temperate weather of Huntsville, 
Alabama. Even more incredible is the fact that Dr. Baker’s participation in the 2008 Antarctic Ice 
Marathon and 100k was just a week after completing another marathon in Santiago, South America. 
Nonetheless, President Baker’s determination to raise money for OU student scholarships by running 
marathons in all 50 states and all seven continents was unhindered. The “Running for Scholarships” 
campaign is sponsored by Florida Hospital, the U.N.C.F., and other donors; and has resulted in over 
$80,000 in scholarship funds, so far.

Dr. Baker joined 18 other participants from around the world to run in the Antarctic Ice Marathon 
which took place on December 13, 2008. He completed the marathon in just under seven hours. His 
weather-delayed return prevented him from spending Christmas with his family, though he reports 
warm fellowship with the other marathon runners, some who had completed as many as 50 marathons 
across the world.
 
During the annual Spring Convocation on January 27, Dr. Baker and another Antarctic runner, Den-
nis Garcia, spoke about their experiences and encouraged Oakwood students to follow their dreams, 
regardless of how non-traditional those aspirations may be. Mr. Garcia had completed a 70-mile ski 
and walk trip through Antarctica to the South Pole, the only Hispanic-American to complete this trip. 
Several local donors to the Running for Scholarships campaign were also present at the Spring Con-
vocation, and they were each honored by President Baker and Dr. Timothy McDonald, vice president 
for Advancement and Development. President Baker is looking forward to his next marathon event, 
which will take place in Mississippi. Persons interested in donating to the Running for Scholarships 
campaign should contact the Office of Advancement and Development at 256-726-7584, or go online 
to www.oakwood.edu.
 
 
OU STUDENT SPECIAL GUEST AT OBAMA’S INAUGURATION:  The Inauguration of Ba-
rack Obama as the 44th President of the United States of America and first African-American U.S. 
President on January 20, 2009, commenced with great fanfare from those celebrating in Washington, 
D.C., and around the world. Nicole Frazier (OU, ’11) had the opportunity to take part in the festivi-
ties with a reserved seat at the ceremonies. Nicole, a biomedical sciences major from Kentucky who 
aspires to become a physician, was chosen three years ago as a high school student to participate in 
the National Youth Leadership Forum on Medicine. She had attended the forum at Emory University 
in Atlanta, and her participation in it led to another invitation to be one of 5,000 students from around 
the world attending the University Presidential Inaugural Conference (U.P.I.C.) on January 17-21, 
2009.  Through this opportunity, Miss Frazier attended the Inaugural Ceremonies as well as sev-
eral other special events including a Black Tie Gala held at the Smithsonian National Air and Space 
Museum in Washington on Inauguration Day. The conference also featured many speakers including 
former U.S. Vice President Al Gore and former U.S. Secretary of State Gen. Colin Powell.
 



“It was amazing to see all of the races and religious backgrounds represented there,” Nicole said 
about the crowd at the inauguration. “In his speech, it was clear that Obama was reaching out to 
everyone—from Muslims, to Christians, to non-believers,” she added. Though Nicole says that she 
is even more encouraged to strive toward her goals after seeing Obama take the Presidential oath 
of office, she adds that success still requires “hard work and perseverance.”

Nicole’s presence at this historic event was an opportunity for which many other students and fac-
ulty wished. On campus, all classes on Inauguration Day were officially cancelled, and large pro-
jection screens were set up at four locations to broadcast the inauguration live from Washington. 
Oakwood University students, faculty, and staff members who remained in Huntsville assembled 
to witness by telecast the swearing-in of “President-Elect Obama” as “President Obama.”
 
BIOCHEMISTRY STUDENT RECEIVES COMPETITIVE GRANT:  Biochemistry major 
Kendall Coopwood (OU, ’09) has been given the Minority Travel Award to attend the 53rd Annual 
Meeting of the Biophysical Society, an international conference for professionals in biophysics. 
This meeting will be held February 28-March 4, 2009 in Boston. Kendall will be accompanied 
by her research mentor Dr. Alexander Volkov, professor in Oakwood’s Department of Chemistry. 
She will present her scientific research at the meeting where over 6,000 individuals are expected 
to attend.  Coopwood was one of nine students from around the nation who were chosen through a 
competitive application process to receive the Minority Travel Award, which cover travel expenses 
for minority students to participate in the Biophysical Society’s Annual Meeting. We congratu-
late Kendall for her accomplishment and wish her well as she represents Oakwood at this notable 
event.

NEW CAMPUS QUEENS AT OU:  Two new campus queens have been crowned to represent 
Oakwood University in 2009. The Miss UNCF–Oakwood University Coronation was held on De-
cember 6, 2008, and the 16th Miss Oakwood University Pageant was held on January 19, Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day. The OU UNCF Office plans the Miss UNCF Coronation, while the Office 
of Student Activities organizes the Miss Oakwood Pageant. Both pageants are held annually to 
choose young women who will act as ambassadors for the university in fundraising and student 
support. 

The Miss UNCF Coronation featured three contestants who had together raised over $6,000 in 
scholarship money for UNCF.  Melissa Phillips, senior physical therapy major from Los Angeles, 
California, was named Miss UNCF – Oakwood University 2009. Ayana Joseph, senior biology 
major from Knightdale, North Carolina, was named first runner-up; Cherie St. Bernard, junior 
health care administration major from Washington, D.C., was named second runner-up. Melissa 
and members of the Oakwood University Pre-Alumni Council represented Oakwood at the 51st 
National Pre-Alumni Council Leadership Conference, held February 5-9 in Greensboro, N.C.

The Miss Oakwood Pageant was themed, “A Woman for Every Season.” Christine Jobson, senior 
music education major from Miami, Florida, was named Miss Oakwood University 2009. The first 
runner-up was Kendall Coopwood, senior biochemistry major from Atlanta, Georgia; the sec-
ond runner-up was Holly Carrell, senior biochemistry major from St. Louis, Missouri. The other 
contestants were Mishay Butler, junior English major and communication arts minor from Moreno 
Valley, California; Alyssa Minisee, senior elementary education major from Los Angeles, Califor-
nia; and Khyrista Valentine, junior biology major from Kansas City, Missouri. Jobson, who hopes 
to increase school spirit among students, among other goals, will be featured along with queens 
from other HBCUs in an upcoming issue of Ebony magazine.



ANNUAL UNCF PRE-ALUMNI MEETING:  The 2009 Miss UNCF–Oakwood University, Pre-
Alumni Council, and President Delbert Baker were present at the 63rd National Alumni Council (NAC) 
and 51st National Pre-Alumni Council (NPAC) Leadership Conference of the United Negro College 
Fund (UNCF). This event was held February 4-8 in Greensboro, North Carolina. Greensboro is home 
to two historically black institutions, North Carolina Agricultural and Technical (A&T) University, and 
Bennett College for Women. UNCF  holds a leadership conference for its 39 member institutions (all 
private historically black institutions) each year, and Oakwood has been a member institution since 
1964. Several Oakwood students were recognized at the event. Senior Melissa Phillips, the 2009 Miss 
UNCF–Oakwood University, was honored, along with UNCF queens from the 38 other member institu-
tions. Senior Drake Barber, OU Pre-Alumni president, was in attendance, along with sophomores Kris-
tina Rucker and Keisha Sanders, both Oakwood Pre-Alumni officers who were honored by the NPAC. 
Oakwood junior and OU Pre-Alumni Vice President Raynisha Simmons received an autographed copy 
of Love, Lust, and Lies from author Kenston Griffin, who was present at the conference. Also, Oak-
wood alumna Dolores Miller (OU, ’65) received the Outstanding Alumni Award, presented to an alum-
nus from each UNCF member institution. Established in 1944, UNCF is, according to their motto, “the 
nation’s largest, oldest and most successful minority higher education assistance organization.” Promi-
nent alumni of other U.N.C.F. schools include the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Morehouse College); 
Nikki Giovanni, poet (Fisk University); Tom Joyner, radio personality and philanthropist (Tuskegee 
University), and Dr. Ruth Simmons, the first African-American president of Brown University and the 
first African-American to head an Ivy League university (Dillard University).
 

SENIOR PRESENTATION 2009:  Prospective Spring 2009 graduates donned their caps and gowns 
for Oakwood University’s annual Senior Presentation program on February 4. The program, coordinat-
ed by the Records Office, was held at the Oakwood University Church and featured University Chap-
lain and Senior Class Sponsor Dr. Rupert Bushner, Jr. as the keynote speaker. Remarks were provided 
by President Baker, academic vice president Dr. John Anderson; Michelle Spencer, class president; and 
Eric Adams, class vice president. A prayer of consecration was offered by Elder Jonathan Thompson, 
director of the OU Branch Office of the Ellen G. White Estate. Drs. Anderson and Baker acknowledged 
candidates for graduation from each academic field of study. There are 323 currently students in the 
OU Class of 2009. The class aim is “To Live for Him,” and the motto is “Cherish yesterday, live today, 
dream tomorrow.” The class Scripture is Mark 10:27, which says, “…With man this is impossible, but 
not with God; all things are possible with God” (New International Version). The Commencement Ex-
ercises for the Class of 2009 are scheduled for May 7 through 9. 

RETREAT 2009 DEEPENS OU/SAU RELATIONSHIPS:  The Diversity Educational Exchange 
Program (DEEP), a collaboration between Oakwood University and Southern Adventist Univer-
sity, was conceived by Presidents Delbert Baker and Gordon Bietz to bring together the two uni-
versities for relationship building and experiences that feature diversity and personal leadership 
development.  Expenses for the initiative are sponsored by the Southern Union Conference.
This is the 11th year of the DEEP initiative, the first years of which featured a second semester stu-
dent exchange between the two institutions.  Since that time, students, administrators, faculty and 
staff have participated in a weekend retreat during the Martin Luther King, Jr., holiday weekend.  
Oakwood planned the January 16-18 event, under the theme of “Bridging Diverse Communication 
Barriers.”  OU President Dr. Delbert Baker selected the Perdido Beach Resort in Orange Beach, 
Alabama, as the location.  Attendees enjoyed the sights and sounds of ocean surf, seagulls cruis-
ing, and the pure white sands of Alabama’s Gulf Shores.  
Each institution designated six administrators, four faculty, four staff, and ten students—along 



with member spouses and children—for a total of 80 attendees. Each year, OU and SAU 
students room together, further encouraging camaraderie, friendship, and greater under-
standing.
Dr. Janice Watson (faculty member in the OU Communications Department) conducted 
workshops facilitating group interaction, activity exercises, and dialogue. The event has 
proven once again to be a great concept, fueling friendships and broadening understanding 
between the institutions.

OAKWOOD ALUM TAKES HELM OF BERMUDA MOBILE PHONE COMPANY:  
It is atypical for individuals to go from working in politics and government to leading 
operations for a major corporation; however, that is just what one OU alumnus has recently 
done in Bermuda. In June 2008, Wayne Caines (OU, ’94), a former chief of staff for the 
Bermuda Premier and a former Bermudian Senator, became the CEO of Digicel in Bermu-
da. Digicel in Bermuda is a subsidiary of the Digicel Group, the largest cell phone carrier 
in the Caribbean. Though aware of the stark contrast between the two work environments, 
Mr. Caines is confident in his abilities and skills. “I want to be able to carve out a niche 
in this community for leadership,” Mr. Caines told Bermudian Business magazine, where 
he was featured in their August/September 2008 issue. With a strong training background 
and experiences in several aspects of leadership, Mr. Caines is poised to take the Digicel in 
Bermuda company to new heights.

NEW BEGINNINGS RECEIVES GRANT:  The New Beginnings Single Parent Program has 
received a grant of $7,500 from the Daniel Foundation for this year.  This is the third consecu-
tive year that this foundation has funded New Beginnings.  A total of over $35,500 in external 
support has been received for the Program, reports Dr. David Sedlacek, Associate Professor of 
Social Work and Director of New Beginnings.

SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT CO-HOSTS LEADERSHIP EXCHANGE CONFERENCE: 
Friday, February 3, was a significant day for the Social Work Department as they co-hosted the second 
annual Leadership Exchange Conference, along with their sister Social Work program, Alabama A & 
M University. This event provided students and social work practitioners with an opportunity to learn 
more about the dynamic topic of leadership within the broad field of social work. This year’s conference 
focused on community leadership and featured outstanding community leaders within the Huntsville/
Madison County region. Over 220 social work students from Alabama A & M University, University of 
Tennessee in Chattanooga, Chattanooga State College, and Oakwood University, in addition to local field 
education social work professionals, were in attendance.

The keynote speaker, Annie Hyman, a retired Social Work community activist, provided listeners with 
a historical account of the challenges that African-Americans have faced, and why servant leadership is 
such a critical element in developing inner-city communities.  Other guest presenters included Dr. Helen 
McAlpine, President of Drake State Community College; Jacqui Gates-Shipe, Associate Vice President of 
Development at the University of Alabama in Huntsville and President and CEO of SOARing, LLC; Dr. 
Dorothy Huston, CEO/President of Technology Management Training Group, Inc.; Bruce Jones, Director 
of Decatur Youth Services, and Dick Hiatt, Executive Director of the North Alabama Food Bank. 

SPECIAL THANKS to guest editor Ryan D. Lang, student employee in the Public Relations Office, for 
assistance with this issue.
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