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STUDENTS SHINE AT 51ST HONORS CONVOCATION: The 51st Annual Honors Convocation
held on April 14 brought students, faculty, administration, and community guests together to publicly
recognize and celebrate the scholastic achievements of Oakwood University students. This annual
recognition is coordinated by the OU Records Office. This year, over 300 students were recognized
for high academic achievement. Also, this was the first year that the Convocation was broadcast live
online. Words of welcome were offered in English, Spanish, and Portuguese followed by a musical
performance by Dr. Eurydice Osterman. President Baker congratulated the honor students for the
commitment to academic excellence. U.S.M. Academic Vice President Takudzwa Mkorombindo
reminded the students to give praise to the Giver of all talents and gifts, God.

Several students received special awards. Oakwood’s Honda Campus All-Star Challenge (HCASC) team
members (Alesis Turner, captain; Alexander Brown; Marcus Cooper; Meaghan Hicks; and Jason Primus)
received recognition for their second consecutive win in the 2009 HCASC National Tournament.

Winners of the Second Annual Breath of Life/Oakwood University Oratorical Contest were also
announced (Philip Kerimah, first place; Lynae Turner, second place; Maya Rutledge, third place).
Presidential Awards were given to Loreal Mclnnes for spiritual leadership, Ross Warner for service
leadership, and Joshua Champion and Christine Jobson for student leadership.

Department chairpersons and representatives presented awards and scholarships to students, and
announced graduate/professional school acceptances. The Highest Scholastic Achievement Award,
given to the senior(s) with the highest cumulative grade point average, was awarded to Andrew B.
Chung (biomedical sciences) and Marcia R. Robinson (elementary education), both having main-
tained a 3.98 GPA (out of 4.00).

ALUMNI HOMECOMING BRINGS THOUSANDS BACK TO HUNTSVILLE: With spring,
comes blossoming flowers, April showers, and several thousand alumni back to Oakwood Univer-
sity for Alumni Homecoming Weekend. The theme for the 2009 Homecoming was “Our Vision, His
Power.” The events kicked off bright and early Thursday morning, April 9, with the Inaugural Alumni
Homecoming Golf Classic at the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail in Hampton Cove, Alabama. That
evening, the 31st Annual UNCF “Salute to Education” Gala was held at the Von Braun Center, fea-
turing Dr. Julianne Malveaux, president of Bennett College for Women, as the keynote speaker, and
Oakwood alumnus John Stoddart as the musical guest for the Gala.

Alumni converged on the campus on Friday, April 10, to register and take part in the annual Blake
Center Mall Exhibition and other special events planned by campus departments. Mrs. Linda Pen-
ick was the speaker for the Friday evening vesper service held at Oakwood University Church. The
Sabbath services, held at the Von Braun Center, included Dr. Ron Smith as the main speaker and




Pastor Jeffery Watson as the youth speaker. The Aeolians, with Jason Max Ferdinand conducting,
performed in concert to a crowded University church on Saturday evening following the annual
70s and 80s Reunion, also held at the church. On Sunday, April 12, the Oakwood Young Alumni
Association (OYAA) held a Dash and Presidential Sk Walk and Run in support of student scholar-
ships. The weekend concluded on Sunday with a special banquet held by the Communication De-
partment in honor of James E. Dykes, and a farewell reception honoring Dr. Eurydice Osterman,
professor of music, who will be retiring from Oakwood University this semester.

AEOLIANS’ SPRING BREAK ’09 TOUR: God truly blessed the 44 Aeolians on their tour of
Southeastern California and Nevada during Spring Break 2009. The Aeolians’ tremendous talent
and polished performances touched many as they sang under the direction of Maestro Jason Max
Ferdinand. Former Aeolians director Dr. Wayne Bucknor, accompanied the group on the piano. Dr.
Audley Chambers, chair of Oakwood’s Music Department, and his assistant, Freida LaPaugh, also
traveled with the group. Special thanks to the host churches, organizations, and individuals for the
following contributions that assisted with travel expenses: Southeastern California Conference:
lunch; Loma Linda University: TV broadcast and dinner; Valley Fellowship/Juniper/ Del Rosa /16th
Street Churches: $1,470; Abundant Life Church: $1,500 + 3 meals + 17 hotel rooms; Maranatha
and 3 1st Street Churches: $2,800 and dinner; Breath of Life Church: lunch; Kansas Avenue Church:
$6,000; Black Ministries Fellowship: $500; Dr. & Mrs. Winston Richards: $500; Dr. & Mrs. Albert
Simpkins: $1,000; Dr. & Mrs. Columbus Batiste: $1,000; and Ms. Sterling Foster: $1,000. Many
thanks to Ms. Debbie Banks, Tour Coordinator, and Dr. Cynthia Powell-Hicks, Alumni Chapter
President and Oakwood Board member for taking time off to support the Aeolians!

MISSISSIPPI FOCUS HOSTS “POCKET CHANGE” RALLY: At the 2009 South Central
Conference Officer’s Convention in Jackson, Mississippi, an offering was lifted for the Mississippi
FOCUS scholarship program, which was founded by Danny (Class of 1984) and Reta Chandler

in 1996 to help young people from Mississippi attend Oakwood University. “This year we re-
launched the concept of Pocket Change for Education,” said Mr. Chandler, giving “everyone a cup
with our campaign slogan on it, asking each person to give us their pocket change one day a week,
until November 30, 2009. It is our expectation that we can raise $10,000 through this initiative
(400 individuals producing $25 each). ... It’s doable.” ~ submitted by Danny Chandler

OU WIND ENSEMBLE DEBUTS: The OU Music Department Wind Ensemble, under the
direction of Roberto Burton, presented their First Spring Concert on Sabbath evening, April 25,
2009 at the First Seventh-day Adventist Church in Huntsville. The Ensemble performed the
“Star Spangled Banner,” by Francis Scott Key, and two original compositions by Roberto Burton:
the “March Magnificent” and “Fanfare for a Common Band,” along with gospel favorite, “Total
Praise,” by Mervyn Warren and Richard Smallwood. The concert also featured soloist Taj Davis
performing saxophone arrangements of “Redeemed, How I love to Proclaim It” and “I am Bound
for the Promised Land,” as well as other numbers of the classic band tradition. This premier con-
cert was well received.




HIGH INSPECTION SCORE AMONG IMPROVEMENTS AT OU CAFETERIA: Walking into
the Blake Center Dining Hall, you will notice some differences, among them, superior customer service
and a cleaner facility. You may also notice a greater variety of foods from which to choose, and sense
the manager’s pride in having attained of a score of 98 following the last inspection—the highest health
inspection rating by the Madison County Health Department in years. Probably the most obvious is the
marked difference in student satisfaction. With new menu items, improved existing items, and several
other improvements, the Blake Center Dining Hall, more commonly known as the Oakwood University
Cafeteria, is poised to reclaim its position as the flagship dining option on campus.

Sodexo, a world leader in food and facilities management, is the company which manages all Oakwood
University food services, including the Cafeteria and the Market/Snack Bar. Zeb Hinton, a Sodexo
employee who was instrumental in bringing several positive changes to the Snack Bar, was tapped

this school year to become General Manager for Sodexo Operations at Oakwood University. Hinton is
responsible for many of the improvements that are now evident in the cafeteria.

Many of Hinton’s successes are due to his approach of addressing all issues immediately. “If we have
any problems, we try to take care of them right then and right there,” says Hinton. “Taking time to
listen to student concerns is crucial,” he continued, “in order to make students satisfied.” One way in
which Hinton and other Sodexo employees have worked to improve service is by holding a recipe con-
test for students. “Students informed us that we were serving the same dishes over and over again,” he
admitted. Hinton, Shirley Carr (operations director), and members of the USM Senate Food Commit-
tee met regarding this complaint and decided to hold a contest in which students submitted their own
recipes to be cooked by Cafeteria chefs. “The students have loved it,” Hinton said.

Other improvements which have been seen in the Cafeteria include the hiring of Ron Banks, the only
African-American executive chef in North Alabama, and an accomplished ice sculptor; and the estab-
lishment of a continental breakfast for students who choose to eat breakfast later in the morning. The
Huntsville Times recently listed the Oakwood University Cafeteria as one of the top eating establish-
ments in Huntsville for vegetarian cuisine. Hinton says that the best is yet to come and adds that a
renovation for the cafeteria is forthcoming during the summer months. Sodexo was recently honored at
the UNCF Gala 2009 for meeting the campus’ dietary needs with delicious meals and for their generous
financial support.

OU ALUMNA NOMINATED FOR NABJ AWARD: Alumni Relations reports that OU Gradu-

ate Jamie McGriff has been nominated by the National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ) for

the 2009 Salute to Excellence Award for reporting. Winners will be announced in Tampa, Florida, on
August 8, during the NABJ Salute to Excellence Awards Gala. McGriff recently called on her reporting
skills as she served as the Mistress of Ceremonies at the 31st Annual UNCF “Salute to Education” Gala
in Huntsville on April 9. Her television reporting can be seen regularly on Huntsville’s CBS affiliate
station WHNT-TV Channel 19, where she has been on air since October 2007. Prior to accepting her
current position in Huntsville, McGriff worked at the CBS affiliate station in Las Vegas, Nevada. We
offer sincere congratulations to Ms. McGriff for this nomination.




ALUMNI CONTRIBUTE TO PUBLICATION: Congratulations to alumni Cynthia, Al-
lycin, and Shelby Powell-Hicks for their contribution to the recently- released book Family
Affair, which features a broad selection of essays by religious leaders, elected officials, celebri-
ties and ordinary people with extraordinary stories. Published by Agate Publishing, the book
depicts what it means to be African American today. Books may be purchased at Barnes &
Noble and other popular bookstores.

AND THIS JUST IN: Drs. Delbert and Susan Baker proudly announce the arrival of their grand-
daughter, Issabella Marie Baker, who was born April 29, 2009 (weight: 7.2 lbs.; length: 19.5
inches). Mother and healthy baby girl are doing fine. Congratulations to the Baker family!

SPECIAL THANKS to graduating senior Ryan D. Lang for his assistance in compiling the ar-
ticles for this issue of Acts & Facts. We wish Ryan continued success as he furthers his educa-
tion, and ccngratulations to the Class of 2009!
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